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Primitive CuristianitY foort and intelligible, modern Curistianity 
voluminous and incomprebenfible. 


-¥----- But in their Room 

Wolves fhall fucceed for Teachers ; F cursigg Wolves ! 
Who all the facred Myfleries of Heav’n 

To their own vile Advantages Jball turn, 

Of Lucre and Ambition ; and the Truth 

With Superftitions, and Traditions taint, 


Left only in thofe written Records pure. Paradite Loff. 


Her Prie/s have done Violence to the Law. Prophet Zephaniah. 


HE lowly Authér of Chriftianity declares of himfelf, that he had not a Place 

i where to lay his Head. The Perfons he commiffioned to propagate it, abandon’d 
every Thing agreable to human Nature, and wandered thro’ the World, 
indigent and perfecuted, till a Period was put to their Lives, by Executions painful 
and ignominious. The Things it propofes to deliver us trom, are the Guilt and 
Dominion of Sin; and the Bleffings it promifes, the Favour of God here, and an 
Immortality of Happincfs hereafter. It’s pofitive Precepts (unlefs the Wafhing of Feet 
was intended to be perpetually obligatory upon Chriftians) are but two, and carry thei: 
own Reafon with them. It enjoins its Difciples as often as they break Bread, to 
commemorate the Death and Sufferings of their Mafter, and to baptize their Profelites 
as an Initiation into his Religion. It’s grand Secret confifts in a Revelation of the 
Re-eftablifhment of our degraded Nature, by an Attonement of infinite Value ; and that 
the Father of our Spirits is pleafed to carry on a Communication with the human Mind, 
confiftent with the Conftitution of intelligent Beings, endued with Freedom of Choice ; 
and by implanting in it an internal Principle of Grace, create a Kind of ineffable 
Union between the Soul of Man and the eternal Deity. All the Faith it requires ig, 
that Chri?’ wasthe promifed Mz sffiah, and its moral Directions may be contained in a 


Sheet of Paper. The Life of its Author is recorded with the utmoft Concifenefs and 


Simplicity, and the whole delivered in a Style fo artlefs and perfpicuous, that to ufe its 
own emphatic Phrafe, he who runs may read. And who now would imagine that this 
fhould have filled Folios, and been converted into an intricate Science? That there 
fhould be a Neceffity for countlefs Syflems to explain what could not be mifunderftood, 
and to illuftrate with" endlefs Comments, what was wrote in Sun-Beams? And yet, 
what Creeds ' what Syftems! what Schemes, utterly incompatible and fubverfive, of each 
other! what voluminous Treatifes of learned Abfurdity, and fcholaftic Gibberith ! 
what laborious Trifling, and cabaliftical Jargon! what an Infinity of Seéts and Parties ! 
what Subfcriptions ! what fwearing, unfwearing, and forfwearing! what damning one 
another, for not believing one another, and perfecuting their Fellow Creatures for not 
renouncing their Senfes, and burning their Bibles ! For this Day’s Entertainment, | 
fhall, therefore, run over fome of the numberlefs Sects, into which thofe grievous 
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Wolves, fpoken of in the Motto of this Paper, have divided and fubdivided Chrifianity 
Such a Survey will teach us to be lefs attached to any Party, and to feck for true Religion 
where alone it is to be found, inthe pure and genuine Oracles of Truth and Infpiration, 

Tue Followers of LurHer, or rather the Perverters of his Doétrine. Brenzyys 
and AnpreEAs, differ from others about Predeftination, Grace, our Vocation thre’ 
Chrift ; the Providence of God refpecting Evil, Free-Will, the Ubiquity of Chrifts. 
Body, Baptifm and Confubftantiation. ‘Thefe are again fubdivided into Fluccians, from 
Marruew Fraceius, and Oprandrites from Ostanprus, who differed from each 
other, and both from LuTuer. 

Tue Armenians or Remonftrants, maintain the Law of Adz/es, and the Prophets, to be 
equally perfect with the Gofpel. They deny Election in any, other Senfe, than as 
dependent on Faith for its'Caufe. *Tis their Opinion,” that the Saints do not perfevere, 
but may relapfe, and perifh eternally. They affirm, that Saving-Faic confifts not in 
believing the Satisfaction of Chrift, but in imitating his Example and oheying his 
Precepts ; and that Juftification depends on our own Actions : That original Sin is ao 
Sin, properly fo called, but only the Punifhment of that Sin ; for which Reafon we are 
not to pray for the Remiffion of original Sin ; and that Man is not wholly dead in Sin, 
nor deftitute of all Strength. 

THE Swentfeldians infift, that Faith is not obtained by the Word of God, but by the 


the hypoftatic Union, They alfo deride the external Miniftry of the Church, and deny 
the Neceffity of public Worfhip. 

Tue Romanifs are at mortal Odds with the Protefants about the Scripture ; the 
Perfon and Office of Chrift; the Roman Pontiff; Purgatory; Councils ; the Civil 
Magiftracy ; Antichrift; the Adoration of Saints ; Reli¢ts and Images ; the Church; 
Holy Days ; the Sacraments ; Baptifm ; Confirmation; the Eucharift ; Repentance; 
the Sacrifice of the Mafs ; Indulgences ;, extreme Unction ; Ordination ; Marriage ; 
the State of Man before the Fall; Sin; Grace; Predeftination; Free-Will; 
Juftification ; Prayer ; Fafting and Alms. 

THE Apofclians condemned Matrimony, declaring it to be a Forfeiture of Heaven, 
and that the Apoftles lived in perpetual Celibacy. They tveigh’d again{t the private 
Appropriation of Goods, and argued for an univerfal Community. 

THE Szcinians hold that Curist was amecr Man, having no Exiftence before 
Mary ; and deny the Perfonality of the Holy Ghoit ; original Sin; the Sacraments; 
Predeftination ; Grace, and the Immenfity of God. 

THe Pelagians teach, that ADAm’s Sin only affected himfelf, prejudicing his Pofterity 
no otherwife, than as he fet them a bad Example ; and that the Luft and Concupsfcence 
natural to Man are blamelefs: For why fhould one be reprehended for what he needs 
not to be afhamed of? They deny original Sin ; laugh at Predeftination, and aflert the 
human Liberty to do Good or Evil, with our Capacity of meriting the Favour of God, 
and promoting his Glory. 

THE Arabaptifts formerly maintained the Ufeleffnefs of the Old Teftament; and 
that our Saviour received not his Body from Mary, but brought it from Heaven: 
That the Holy Ghoft was not given till after Curist’s Glorification ; and that 
Regencration enables us to fulfil the whole Law: That the Patriarchs were. evidently 
ignorant of Curist ; and that thofe are not to be own’d for true Churches which 
exhibit any Marks of Sin : That the Gofpel may be preach’d by Laics, amd that the 
Clergy ought to have no Salaries : That the Sacraments are only naked Emblems of 
fpiritual Bleffings ; and that the Baptifm of Infants is unferiptural : That God neither 
approves of War, nor political Inftitutions ; but that Chriftians ought to enjoy all 
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Things in Common : And that the Law concerning Divorce is as much in Force now, 
as it was among the Jews, whence it is lawful to repudiate a Wife for Obftinacy, 
Jangling, “ec. 

Tue Cerbenifis held, that there were two Gods, and contrary Principles. They 
rejected the Law of Moses and all the Prorpuers, who interpreted it, together with 
the Refurreéction of theBody ; and maintained that Curis? was not a real, but a fictitious 
Man. 

THE Axtinomians are of Opinion, that the Obfervation of the Mofaical Law is 
unprofitable ; and that good Works do not promote, nor evil Ones obftruct our Salvation, 
but that Faith alone is fufficient. 

Tue Arians deny, that the Son is confubftantial and co-equal with the Father ; 
afferting that he is a Creature made out of Nothing, and in Time, but fupremely 
excellent, and furpaffing all others. They teach, moreover, that Curist aflumed a 
Body without a Soul; and that the Holy Ghoft is the Creature of a Creature, that is, of 
the Son, to whom they give that Appellation. 

Tue Antijabbatarians deny the Holinefs of the Sabbath. 

Tue Euncmians conceive that Faith is acceptable without Wosks, and that God 
may be perfectly comprehended by the human Intellect: That the Son was in all Things, 
diffimilar from the Father, and the Holy Ghoft created by the Son. They alfo 
re-baptize thofe who have been baptized by others ; and infift that Curist aflumed a 
Body without a Soul. 

THe Anthropomorphites maintain, that God has a corporeal Shape, and that Darknefs, 
Fire and Water, are the firft Principles of all Things. 

Tue Ebionites denied the Divinity of our Saviour, and rejected all the Gofpels but St. 
Marruew’s. They taught that the Obfervance of the Ceremonial Law was not 
neceflary to Salvation, and prohibited the eating of Animals. 

THe Florianians maintained that God created Evil, and that the Jewifh Ceremonies 
ought to be retained in the Church. 

Tue Carpocratians taught, that we could not avoid the Rage of Evil Spirits, but by 
doing Evil, for that was the only Way to pleafe them: Hence they abandon’d 
themfelves to Magic, and a libidinous Life. They taught alfo that Curis’ was a meer 
Man, and their Mafter CARPocRATEs the better Man. They denied the Refurrection, 
and infifted that the World was not made by Gop, but by Satan. 

Tue Manichees held, that MANes their Founder, was the Comforter whom our 
Saviour had promifed to fend; and that there were two independent and eternal 
Principles, the one Good and the other Evil: That the God of the Law was not 
the true God, whence they rejected the Old Teftament, and partly mutilated and 
partly rejected the New. They denied that Curist was God, and infifted that his 
Death and Crucifixion, were only fictitious and imaginary. 

THe Monarchicals alledge that the Fathgr was crucified. 

Tue Macedonians deny the Divinity of the Holy Ghoft, and affert that the Son waa 
like to, but not confubftantial with the Father. 

Tue Nazarites recognized Curis’ for the true Mefhiah, but efteemed the Obfervance 
of the ceremonial Law neceflary to Salvation ; and that there were more than fout 
Gofpels, efpecially two, the firft of which they called the Gofpel of Perfection, and 
the other the Gofpel of Eve. 

Tue Neflorians held two Perfons in Chrift, the one the Son of Gop, the other of 
Mary, and that the Holy Spirit proceeded only from the Father. 

Tue Entychians denied the Fleth of Curist to be like ours, affirming that he had 
a celeitial Body, which paffed thro’ the Virgin as thro’ a Channc!; and that there 
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were two Natures in Curist “before the Hypoftatical Union, but that afierwards 
there was but one compounded of both, and thence they concluded that the Divinity . 
of our Saviour did both fuffer and dic. ; 

I thall barely mention the Monothelites, the Monophyfites, the Facebste:, the Muntanifts, 
the Ophites, the Marcites, the Cainites, the Sethites, the Heracleomites, the Cordonites, 
the Marcionjtes; the Apellita, the Afcite, the Ajcothypte, the Pattalarinchita, the 
Abelonita, the Apollinarians, the Catharians, the Valentiniani, the Novaiians, the 
Cataphrygians, the Sublapfarians, the Superlapfarians, the Pepuzians, the Quintilions, the 
Elcefians, the Theodocians, the Melchifadecians, the Noetians, the Velefians, the Sabellians, the 
Origintans, the Samofatenians, the Photinians, the Maletians, the Audians, the Cy ‘olar bafians, 
the Arians, the Ztians, the Meffalians, the Hermians, the Patricians, the Rethorians, the 
Nativitarians, the Luciferians, the Cellyridians, the Severians, the 7; oy theans, the 
Cacceians, the Voetfians, the Tatiani, the Allogiani, the Prodiciani, the Aguarii, the 
Coluthiani, the Aquei, the Melitanii, the Opbet, the Tertuliti, the Rises: “i Angelici, 
the Artotyrites, the Hyerachites, the Antidicomarianites, the Metangifmonites, the Proclianites, 
the Theopaffi tes, the Arabicks, the Archontichs, the G noflicks, the Aiternales, the Nudipedates, 
the-Liberatores, the Bordefanifis, the Prifcillianijs, the Tritheifls, the Fovinianisis, the 
Tortullianifis, the Origenifis, the Fanfenifts, the Mollanifts, and the Quieti/ts. 

I thal] alfo omit the Tenets of the Quaters and Mbravians, bettinke: whatever Dopmas 
they may have publifhed, or others forged for them, ’tis evident from their Condad&, 
that they are Chriffians, which is the lefs to be wondered at, as the former are not in 
Subjeétion to Priefts, nor the latter chain’d to Syftems. 

Tue Calvini/ts write very elaborately about Predettination, imputed Rishtecuine’s, 
Election, irrefiftible Grace, faving Faith, irreverfible Decrees, JuftiGcation; original 
Sin, Glory of God, Reprobation, the abfolute Inability of Man to co-operate with 
the Spirit of God, and many other Points full of curious and profound E:uditien. 

Tuus have I enumerated the principal Seéts, into which Chriftianity is divided, and 
run over the Doétrines of many of them with a Wafte of Learning, that in the Hands of 
fome might have filled many Volumes; not to mention feveral of my own Reverend 
Acquaintance, who could preach at leaft an Hundred and Fifty Sermons againit every one 
of the above Tenets, except thofe which luckily happened to be their own. And new, 
‘ among which of thefe Syftems fhall a candid Inquirer after Truth, look for Chrittianity ? 


Where fhall he find the Religion of Curisr amidé all this prieftly Futian, and 


ecclefiaftical Trumpery? They all claim to be orthodox, and yet all differ from one another, 
and each is ready to damn all the Reft. O merciful Jesus ! how is thy amiable Religion 
adulterated by thofe who pretend to be thy Ambafladors ! How is ‘4 benevolent 
Revelation barbariz’d and perverted, and the lovely Simplicity of thy Gofpe! cxtcumbered 
with Abfurdities that deface its Beauty, and obfcure its native Lufire ! 

Ler us therefore hold fait the Form of found Words, and examine for ourfelves. Let 
us affert and vindicate the Honour of our Nature, and difdain to have our Confciences 
enflaved by Priefts and Bigots. Let it be our ultimate Ambition, to read the Scriptures 
with our own Eyes, and praétife their Meaning without being Hood-wink’d by Jugylers 
and Vifionaries. Ina Word, let us never defert the Law and the T:M:mony, for the airy 
Figments of Dreamers of Dreams, Venders: of Jargon, gloomy Impoftors, dev_ut 
Syftem-blongers, and fpiritual Conjurers. 
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New-York : a by J. Parker, at the New Printing-Ofite in Beaver Screen, 
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